Pneumatosis cystoides of the right colon: a possible source of misdiagnosis. Report of a case.
Pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis is a rare condition that can be located in any part of the gastrointestinal tract. It is usually associated with a wide variety of gastrointestinal or pulmonary diseases. The primitive form is much less frequent and usually involves the left colon. The pathogenesis of pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis is still unclear. The mechanical theory, which is the most accepted explanation, postulates that gas is forced into the bowel wall by breaks in the mucosa; this is more likely to occur when the intraluminal pressure is higher, as happens in obstructive conditions, during endoscopies, or during infections from gas-forming bacteria. Pneumatosis cystoides is often asymptomatic, representing an occasional finding during investigations for other abdominal conditions. Complications occur in about 3% of cases and include obstruction, intussusception, volvulus, haemorrhage and intestinal perforation. When presenting acutely or in association with other abdominal conditions the differential diagnosis is rarely a problem. More important is to diagnose asymptomatic primitive submucosal pneumatosis of the colon, in order to avoid unnecessary intestinal resections. The Authors present the case of a patient with pneumatosis coli who underwent laparotomy for a suspected colonic lipomatosis of the right colon.